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Å Unemployment rates across SLP boroughs have almost returned to pre-
pandemic levels.  Only Croydon of SLP boroughs has an unemployment rate 
above that of London as a whole.

Å The number of unemployment benefit claimants in SLP boroughs has been 
falling since February 2021, but is still higher than pre-pandemic with29,305 
people claiming unemployment benefit at Sept 22.

Å The number of Universal Credit claimants in SLP boroughs is 104,649, 74% 
higher than pre-pandemic.

Å Economic activity amongst the working age population reduced in all SLP 
boroughs except Kingston between March 2020 and March 2022. All boroughs 
saw a decrease in economic activity amongst the 50+ age group. 

Å Job vacancy postings are at a similar level to September 21 though have been 
declining since July.

Å Considerable numbers of people living in SLP boroughs are vulnerable to the 
impact of the cost of living crisis due to low pay, economic inactivity and 
indebtedness.
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Unemployment rates for London & England have continued to fall and are below the 
previous low rates seen in mid 2019

Source: Office for National Statistics/Nomis

Updated:11th Oct 2022

Å The unemployment rate for 

London has fallen from a 

high of 7.3% in Dec 2020 -

Feb 2021 to 4% in June 

2022 ïAug 2022.

Å The unemployment rate for 

England has fallen from a 

high of 5.3% in Sept 2020 ï

Nov 2020 to 3.5% in June 

2022 ïAug 2022.

Å The current difference 

between the unemployment 

rate for London and the UK 

is 0.5%.
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Females in London continue to have a higher unemployment rate than males in 
London and England and than females in England

Source: Office for National Statistics/Nomis

Updated:11th Oct 2022

Å The unemployment rate 

for Females in London 

has fallen from 7.9% in 

Dec 2020 ïFeb 2021 to 

4.5% in June 2022 ïAug 

2022. However, it remains 

0.9% above the rate of 

unemployment for males 

in London.
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Unemployment rates for all SLP boroughs have continued to fall since the end of 2021 with 
rates almost back to pre-pandemic levels 

Source: Office for National Statistics

Updated:11th Oct 2022

*Data points are based on the previous 12 months.The latest available data is for July 2021 ςJune 2022.

Å Croydon (5.4%) is the only 

SLP borough with an 

unemployment rate above 

that of London (4.7%)

Å Merton (4.3%) is above the 

unemployment rate for 

England (3.9%) and Sutton 

is equal to England.

Å Richmond (3.6%) and 

Kingston (3.3%) are below 

both the London and 

England unemployment 

rates.
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The number of people claiming Unemployment Related Benefits across SLP boroughs has 
declined steadily since February 2021. Although this has slowed since April 2022 it is still 
higher than pre-pandemic

Source: Office for National Statistics

Updated:11th Oct 2022

Å There are 29,305 people 

claiming unemployment 

related benefits in 

September 2022.

Å The number of people 

claiming unemployment 

benefit in September 2022 

is 32% higher than in March 

2020 (pre-pandemic).For 

each borough this is:

Å Croydon (30%)

Å Kingston (27.7%)

Å Merton (51%)

Å Richmond (33%)

Å Sutton (19%)
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Unemployment Benefit claimants as a proportion of the working age population are at their 
lowest level since April 2020, but are still above the levels for March 2020 (pre-pandemic)

Source: Office for National Statistics

Updated:11th Oct 2022

Å Unemployment benefit 
claimants as a proportion 
of the working age 
population are higher in 
Croydon (5.7%) than 
London (4.75%).

Å Unemployment benefit 
claimant rates for Merton 
(4.1%) are higher than 
England but lower than 
London.

Å Unemployment benefits as 
a proportion of the 
working age population for 
Kingston (2.4%), Richmond 
(2.4%) and Sutton (2.9%) 
are lower than England 
(3.75%) and London 4.75%)
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The number of Universal Credit claimants across SLP boroughs has risen very slightly each 
month since June 2022

Source: Stat-Xplore/Department for Work and Pensions

Updated:11th Oct 2022

Å There are 104,649
people claiming 
Universal Credit in 
September 2022.

Å The number of people 
claiming universal credit 
is still 74% above the 
number of claimants in 
March 2020.

Å The number of 
claimants has fallen by 
10.4% from the highest 
number of claimants 
seen in March 2021.
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Source: Stat-Xplore/Department for Work and Pensions

Updated:11th Oct 2022

The proportion of Universal Credit claimants for each SLP borough in September 2022 is 
slightly lower than in September 2021

Å The percentage of claimants 
for Croydon is 60% higher 
than March 2020.

Å The percentage of claimants 
for Kington is 112% higher 
than March 2020.

Å The percentage of claimants 
for Merton is 101% higher 
than March 2020.

Å The percentage of claimants 
for Richmond is 105% higher 
than March 2020.

Å The percentage of claimants 
for Sutton is 58% higher than 
March 2020.
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With the exception of Croydon SLP boroughs are in the bottom half of London Boroughs 
in terms of proportion of Universal Credit claimants

Source: Stat-Xplore/Department for Work and Pensions. 

Population estimates 2020 ²Office for National Statistics

Updated:11th Oct 2022/ 25th June 2021

Å Croydon 8th Largest out 
of the 33 boroughs

Å Merton 14th smallest 
out of the 33 boroughs

Å Sutton 12th smallest out 
of the 33 boroughs

Å Kingston 3rd smallest 
out of the 33 boroughs

Å Richmond 2nd smallest 
out of the 33 boroughs. 
Still thelowest if you 
exclude the City of 
London.

Å bracket.


